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In Exodus 17, Moses told Joshua to pick men to go out and fight Amalek. While the men fought, Moses,

Aaron, and Hur went to the top of the hill. When Moses held his hands up, Israel prevailed and when his
hands were lowered the enemy prevailed. As could be expected, Moses grew weary and his hands grew
heavy. Because of this, Moses sat on a stone while Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on each side

of him. His hands became steady until the going down of the sun and Joshua was able to see victory.

At Oaks Indian Mission being together means we hold others’ hands up so we can see victory in the lives
of those around us. There are times we need someone to come along and hold us up so we can keep

going.

Much like the dynamic duo (Damian & Santiago) whom are two young boys in our care that have deeply
inspired us. As these boys navigate through the challenges of their perspective backgrounds and bridge
the gap between their cultures; their friendship has blossomed as they discover common grounds through
their shared experiences. Damian, with his deep faith and devotion, shared the teachings of God to
Santiago, who embraced the values of love and compassion. Their bond has inspired others to look
beyond language and cultural differences and appreciate their beautiful friendship.

This story highlights how kids in our care have experienced togetherness and how it has lifted them up
during difficult times. We want our ministry partners to know the power of togetherness. Your support is
like that of Aaron and Hur when Moses could not deliver the Israelites on his own.

We work and stand together so that children and families placed in our care can see what it means to live
in a family. We want kids to see a better story. That is what working together does. It shows those around
us the context for a better story for their life — A life full of the love, grace, and truth found only in God!




A Word from the Board President
Big Happenings in our Little Corner of the World!

Who would have thought that after 200 plus years the Mission started by the Moravians and continued by
the Lutherans would still be doing God's work in a small town in Oklahoma of a population of just over 250
people! The Spirit of the Lord has never left this place and it moves and shifts with the needs of the souls
sent our way. Our mission has always been to provide a place for families, and especially children, to feel
safe and loved.

How wonderful it would be if all peoples had the comforts and necessities of life that they needed. That all
people had the freedoms you and | have. That there was no need for a place like Oaks Mission.

There is that hope and dream, but for now we live in a challenging and constantly changing world full of
people that need food, clothing, housing, and hope to keep on living That is what God has asked of us
time and time again--to touch people's lives at their most basic.

Will we be here for another 200 years? God willing. We don't know what the future holds, but at this point
in time, we are doing wonderful things in His Name! We will never stop being advocates for the underprivi-
leged and the lost by giving them hope and a place for healing. That is the spirit of Oaks Indian Mission.

| love using quotes as others seem to say things so much better than |. So | share this quote by Angela
Davis: “l am no longer accepting the things | cannot change. | am changing the things | cannot
accept.”

Gayle White, President
Board of Directors

Welcome to team ministry

| am grateful to be a part of our
shared mission. Having immigrated
to the US as a child, my life has
been a testament to the
transformative power of faith in God. _ e
Marriage has been a cornerstone of Little Kansas. My family immigrated
my adult life, providing a stable A to the United States when | was a

foundation that compliments my dedication to child. I've been married for 6 years and have 3
service. wonderful children that keep me on my toes.

g Hi Friends of the Oaks Indian

| Mission! My name is Maria Perez
and | am the new Interpreter here at
the Mission. | grew up near Oaks in

Over the past six years, my career in Human

Resources has allowed me to cultivate skills in | have had a great time getting to know the

fostering a positive workplace environment and children and families, and working with all the
supporting the growth of individuals. | am wonderful people who keep the Mission going—
enthusiastic about the opportunity to contribute to always for the glory of God.

Oaks Indian Mission. Drawing on my unique .

background to bring compassion, cultural | hope to get to meet or visit with all of you, the
understanding, and a steadfast commitment to my reason for keeping this ministry alive.

faith in God.

Many Blessings,
Yours in Christ,

) Maria Perez
Roxana Madrid

We are blessed to welcome Roxana & Maria into our Mission family.
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Honorariums
Dr. Reuel Vammen - 100th Birthday

Dr. David & Melinda Vammen
Nona Culpepper
Diane Madsen—Birthday
Leif & Amanda Madsen
Lars Madsen
James & Deanne Gerking - 65th Wedding
Anniversary
Bob & Kim Butler
Dan Cooper—1st ED Anniversary
Sol Bird Mockicin
Pastor Dick & Joyce Jebsen
Dean & Lori Homstad
Sol Bird Mockicin
Myrvin Christopherson
John Mark & Dawn Nielsen
Pastor Paul Lillenas
James & Deanne Gerking
Bob & Kim Butler
James & Deanne Gerking
Holger & Mary Belle Christensen
John & Lynn Bollinger
Wanda Riechers
Alice Srp
For my Siblings
Patricia Bentsen
David Romer
Craig & Mary Romer
Rev. Walter & Helen Laughlin
Stephanie Mueller

Memorials

Cherokee Councilman Don Gavin

Philip Viles
Charles & Hilda Beck

Susan Beck
Debra K. Jones

Michael Maloy
Kerry DeYoung

Sally Schneider
Donald & Audrey Pedersen

Ted Pedersen
Alfonso Serowillski

Liana Marquis

Honors, Memorials & In-kind
July-December 2023

Memorials
Rick Gruneich
Bob & Kim Butler
Harlan Bohling
Roger & Pam Alexander
Rev. Don & Gretchen Marshall
John & Barbara Nellermoe
Bruce & Susan Warren
Smith Grandchildren
Richard & Barbara Sayther
Gloria M. Ackerman
Steven & Beverly Long
Johnny (JR) Rakestraw
Sid Townsend
Bob Brase
Carolyn Brase
Vic Hoops
Lois Hoops
Rev. Don Marshall
James & Rita Mathine
Rev. Roger Bruns
Sarah Hernandez
Miriam Hernandez
Loren & Dianne Havekost
John Mark & Dawn Nielsen
Don & Gail Brewer
Myra (Bergstraesser) Bamler
Evelyn Phillips
Rev. Elwin Bergstraesser
Evelyn Phillips
Cameron Kelly
Karla Kelly
Jeri Rippe
John & Pamela Cermak
Jayne Germer
Leona Champion
Burdette & Janet Hermanns
Gary Ackerman
Diane Ackerman
Betty Hansen
Don & Grace Hansen
Bruce Klitzky
Patricia Klitzky
Edith Egertson
Tom & Cherry Jerlow
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Memorials
Naomi Torkelson
Charlotte Jenson
Elna Hofgaard
Mary Paul
Charles Edward Hardesty
Delmer Hardesty
Ralph Keys
Sally Schneider
Pastor Robert W. Carison
Phyllis Carlson
Sylvia Reinking
Burdette & Janet Hermanns
Don Reichers
Alice Srp
Jack McEvoy
Judith McEvoy
George Sartain
Jeffrey & Karen Beighle
Rev. Allen Bergquist
Bruce & Andrea Bergquist
Gloria & Richard Ackerman
Steven & Beverly Long
Phil & Patti Michaelson
Nancy Hope Michaelson

In-kind Donors

Marcia Dow Randal Cain
Elaine True Janet Feathers
Ryan Edwards Elizabeth Beaubien

Lillian Wilson
Lorene Larsen
Dakota Davison

Daniel Cooper
LeaAnn Slamons
Kay Beaubien

Melba Haines Jorjana Marx
Diane Madsen Ted & Mary Shaw
Rick Hoffman Heather Ragsdale
Mary Feather Bernadette Meyer

Al & Carolyn Smith

Joel Erickson

Fellowship LC, Tulsa, OK
Bethany LC, Lindsborg, KS
St. Paul LC, Galatia,KS
Super Cuts, Tahlequah,OK
United LC Social Ministries, Bella Vista,AR
Our Lord LC, OKC,OK (Judith & Stormy Bryant)
Shared Ministry of North Central, OK
Lutheran Church of the Master, Omaha,NE
Lutheran Church of the Master Quilters Group
Jerlow Construction, Edmond,OK

For Tuna Inc, Cuero,TX

Allison Krehbiel
Dwain Mulsow

Note: All individuals, families and churches are listed to the best
of our knowledge. It is not our intent to omit any donors and
contributions from our lists. If you see we have made a mistake,
please accept our apology and let us know so we can make a
correction.



Gold Level Donors

Grace Hansen

Ward Aurand

The E.G. Roesener Trust
St. Matthew LC,ltasca,IL
Arlo DeKraai

St. Paul LC,0KC,0K
Jerry Crew

Nebraska Synod

H.J. & Kristi Ackerman
Delora Marshall

Robert & Kimberly Butler
Sarah Hernandez
Patricia Bentsen

Cross of Glory LC,Derby,KS
Tom & Cherry Jerlow
Loren & Dianne Havekost
Joe Ragsdale

Florence Larsen

Melvin & Mary Jo Haack
Dr. Richard & Carolyn Sieling
Martha Staby

Alan & Mary Ann Draves
Lila Nietfeld

James & Julia Collings
Roger Hohensee

John & Barbara Nellermoe
William Corley

American LC,Adams,NE
Mary Andersen

Darryl & Kathryn Smette

St. Paul's LC (Hickory Grove)
Auburn,NE

Forrest & Dorcas Leighton
Walter & Jody Mischnick
Tom & Vahla Todd

Dr. Leonard & Sheila Fleske
Holy Cross LC, Beatrice,NE
St. Paul LC, Cole Camp,MO
Lutheran Men in Mission,Auburn,NE
Lutheran Church of the Master,
Omaha,NE

American LC,Belleville KS
United LC,Bella Vista,AR
Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod
Darrell Pool

Esther & Carl Merklein
Foundation Inc.Phillipsburg,KS
Robert & Ruth Stolt

Roy & Peggy Strom

Randy & Kathrin Steele
Peace LC,Edmond,OK

St. Michael LC,Omaha,NE
Our Lord's LC,OKC,0K
Bethany LC,Lindsborg,KS
Art Perry

St. John's Congregational
Church,Follett, TX

Duane & Jane Winegardner
Resurrection LC,Yukon,OK
Bethany LC,Ruskin,NE

1801 Members for 2023

Christopher & Marsha Halpin
Dean & Lori Homstad

Rev. Carl & Virginia Petering
First LC,Blair,NE

Herbert & Helen Bechthold
Harold & Karen Wilber

Rosslyn Schultz

Reformation LC,Wichita,KS
Linda Davis

Todd & Gayle White

Cathryn Bowden

Trinity LC,Great Bend,KS

St. Andrews LC, San Diego,CA
Christ the King LC,Dodge City,KS
Lucas & Janet Parsch

Annette Johnson

John & Pam Lees

Vada Boyer

Alnora Daubendiek

Randy & Dawna Sigurdson
Sally Turner

Rev. Ben & Gwen Mirtz

Diann Holsten

James & Kay Beaubien

Al Williams

Rev. Robert & Sally Vogel

Pat McGay

Lord of Life LC,Edmond,OK
Christopher & Cheryl Hanson
Carol Boatright

Bruce & Natalie Torkelson

Dr. Erv Janssen

Carolyn Brase

Faith LC of Enid,0K

Gene & Tami Vaughn

Sandy Jayne

Sister Ruth Ellen Rebelein
Daniel & Linda Sestak

Grace LC,Omaha,NE

Mark & Shelia Oestmann
Jeannette Fischer

Daryl & Lois Nelson

Charles & Judy Ziehr

Grobin & Vickey Davis

Gustav Hoff

Shelby Ackerman

St. Mark's LC/WELCA,Bessie,OK
Christ LC,HotSpringsVillage, AR
Bethlehem LC (Davey) Raymond,NE
Patricia Klitzky

Darrell & Patricia McCune
Donald Cole

Gloria Dei LC,Lucas,KS
Maegan Vaughn

Immanuel LC WELCA,Omaha,NE
Mike & Brenda Partain

Richard & Barbara Sayther
Dorothy Tustison

Dr. R.E. & Lynne Vammen
Christ by the Lake LC,Bull Shoals,AR
Randy & Loralie Wiese

Bishop Floyd & Betty Schoenhals

Douglas & Susan Stussi
Dr. David & Melinda Vammen
Faith LC,Little Rock, AR
Kenneth & Cheryl Jorgenson
Rev. Raymond & Lola Thiel
Diane Ackerman
Jeff & Susan Larson
Jeff & Karne Beighle
Glen & Sharon Cress
Adene Winter
Christ The Redeemer LC Tulsa, OK
St. John's LC,Somonauk, IL
Dr. Tom & Cindy Friedemann
Steven & Regina Paschold
Kenneth & Sharon Kellogg
David & Sharlene Roesener
Gary & Tedra McCall
Stephanie Mueller
John Mark & Dawn Nielsen
Grahm Butler
Keith & Lori Larsen
Deborah Wolcott
Leif & Amanda Madsen
Dwain Mulsow
Charles & Ruth Anderson
Douglas & Debbie Lemons
Ron & Belinda Schmidt
Jane Tonniges
Marilynn Haney
Dan & Ashley Cooper

Silver Level Donors

Kathryn Mannerberg
Redeemer LC,Salina,KS

Bill & Valerie Koeber

Kent Sanmann

Peace LC,Deshler,NE

Rev. James & Miriam Strasen
First LC,LaCrosse KS

James & Cynthia Johnson
Willard & Marjorie Kuhiman
Janice Smith

Marvin Koester

Community of Joy
LC,HotSpringsVillage,AR
Sherilyn Layton

Pyrmont Trinity LC,Stover, MO
Barbara Johnson

St. Luke LC,Ft.Smith,AR
James & Deanne Gerking
Robert & Lorraine McElwain
Emmanuel LC,Stuttgart,KS
American LC Sunday
School,Belleville,KS

Doris Goad

Grace LC,Weatherford,OK
Harvey & Margot Sorensen
Susie Meyer

Mark & Linda Nygard
Concordia LC,Concordia,KS
Rev. Russell & Frances Anderson
LT. Col. Frank & Penny Mitchell

Arnita Winders
Noreen Wright
Herbert & Mary Heyse
Robert & Linda Bolander
Windy & Kourtnee Holland
Eben Ezer LC,0aks,0K
Rev. Gerald & Sharon Anderson
Our Saviors LC Women of the
ELCA,JeffersonCity, MO
St. Paul's LC(Margaret
Circle),Lohman,MO
Stuart Dietz
Trinity LC Social
Concerns,GreatBend,KS
St Paul's LC,Lohman,MO
Steven & Helen Gragert
St. James LC,Humboldt,NE
Oslo LC,Gruver, TX
Bishop Richard & Glenda Jessen
Donald & Alma Stenberg
Judith Perkins
David & Carol Berg
St. Paul LC,Treynor,IA
J. Bee & Jeanette Bednar
Good Shepherd LC,Lawrence,KS
Trinity LC,Otis,KS
Wally & June Nelson
Hubert Bell Jr.
James & Rita Mathine
Reuel & Anna Vammen
First LC/WELCA,Hobart,OK
Walter & Gail Yuras
Christ LCWomen,Eureka,KS
Don & Jan Gerdes
Jane Hartman
Jim & Marilyn Brill
Kurt & Maria Schlange
Barbara Poulson
Rick & Martha Becker
Lovewell Lake Church,Republic,KS
Lacey Horn
Dr William Hiatt
John Hunsicker
John & Lynn Bollinger
Lorene Larsen
John & Doris Krahn
Washington County Community
Foundation
Karen Orrill
Bob & Teresa Alcorn
Melanie Miles

Bronze Level Donors

Fellowship LC,Tulsa,OK

Lynette Jennings

Edwin Snyder

Wanda Riechers

Trinity LC WELCA,Russellville, MO
Wayne & Marilyn Geyer

Daniel & Linda Zawack

Stephen & Sara Whiteside

All Saints Church,Brush,CO



1801 Members for 2023

Bronze Level Donors Liana Marquis Holy Cross Mary McDermott
Jerry & Eva Whetstone WELCA,MountainHome, AR Charlotte Jenson

Immanuel LC,KansasCity, MO Joan Krogh Paul & Helga Grundmann Karla Kelly
Randy & Ruth Jensen St. John LC,Shawnee,0K Elizabeth Kaldahl J. Terry Ross
David & Patricia Auberle St. John's LC,Brookfield, WI David Kane Rev. Bill & Jane Shaner
Christine Olsen JD Colbert Calvary WELCA of Swede Karl & Joan Petersen
Rev. Dawn Enderwood Burdette & Janet Hermanns Home,Stromburg,NE Theodore & Ayda Pedersen
Tamea Kelly Zion LC WELCA,Albion,NE John Beck Mitch Varner
Marvin & Joyce Poppe St. Peter's LC,Byron,NE Ralph & Joanne Kuster David Mark Glover
Bruce & Kathy Sohnholz Fredericksburg WELCA,Minden,NE  Kirke & Lynn Kickingbird WELCA St. John LC Kensington,KS
Bruce & Andrea Bergquist Trinity LC WELCA,Bruning,NE Dorothy Wittorff-Sandgren Connie Stover
Lauren Walters Larry & Connie Wallman Jean Bull Craig & Mary Romer
St. John's LC/WELCA,Bendena,KS  Aletha Lindquist Michele Groves Cary Ledbetter
Bethany LC,Minden,NE Susan Beck Bruce Custer Alice Srp
Sharon LC,SharonSprings,KS Rev. Don & Gail Brewer David & Teresa Smith Jon & Amanda Fredricks
NE Synodical Women's OrgBelle-  American LC Paul & Glennyce Reimers Jay & Tabitha Kelley
vue,NE WELCA,SmithCenter,KS Robert & Sharon LeVasseur

Oaks Indian Mission and Lutheran Church of the Master, Omaha, NE Quilters:
Serving in Love*
By Diane Madsen, OIM Board Member

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. -1 Corinthians 12:27

In a church, pastors, teachers, and music leaders are the “up-front”
people. Those with other gifts -the people behind the scenes - are also
vital to the church body. Love, kindness, hospitality, wisdom, and a
serving spirit— what would the church do without these and other
godly talents to help the Body of Christ run
smoothly?

The LCM Quilters, under the leadership of
Shae Hughes, showed their serving spirits
when in November they sent numerous
quilts down to Oaks Indian Mission in Oaks, OK. The children
and families that OIM serves were thrilled to receive the gift
of a handmade quilt that they could choose for their very
own. One little girl selected a pink and purple quilt, another
little boy was overjoyed when he found a quilt with tractors
on it. Every child and every family that OIM currently serves
was able to select the gift of a quilt from Lutheran Church of the
Master’s Quilters! A cozy reminder that there are people who they
have never met who care about them and these photos express their
thanks.

In a church, concern for others along with spiritual gifts are blessings that make our
service happy and productive. What a witness when church members share their
unique gifts and work harmoniously for their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

*Some of the content of this article was taken from a devotional
in the January 2013 Portals of Prayer.




[ Christmas here at the Oaks Indian Mission
The outpouring of kindness takes on a whole new meaning. With this in
mind, we would like to thank the people of the congregations and
organizations listed below who gave generously to the children for
Christmas. Our children were so blessed by your gifts, but more than
Ithat, they were moved by your kind hearts and generosity. Our prayer is &
|that God would bless each and every one of you in the coming year.

Salem LC, Stillwater,OK ~ Fellowship LC Tulsa, OK ~ Al & Carolyn Smith
~ Kansas,OK Town Hall ~ Great Gift exchange ~ Our Savior LC, Bartlesville,OK ~ \
~ Dora Smith Patzkowski ~ Judy Jones ~ HART Ministries ~ Country Baptist Locust Grove, OK &

*
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Oaks Indian Mission is Family

. o , Another Successful Year
Children come to Oaks from seemingly impossible

situations. Most have never known what it means to We wish to thank all of our generous sponsors, who have
been so faithful over the years, as well as the golfers, of

course, without whom there would be no benefit
| have lived at Oaks for 2 years. | like  |tournament.

@ the guys that | live with, we hang out
and talk and play basketball. | get to
go to school and play sports and lift

- | weights. | like my houseparents
because they help me with my school work and are
teaching me to cook. We get to help make dinner and |
like to make desserts for all of us.

(Quote from Aiden - Resident)

truly belong to a family.

Again, as in years past, we had a very competitive day
on a challenging course. We welcome such a spirit,
giving thanks for a well-played sportsman like attitude on
the part of our teams.

Finally, our gratitude goes out to the Cherokee Hill Club
house and its great support of this Mission over the
years, providing the means necessary for the Oaks to
truly benefit from this tournament, funds that impact the

Hope Changes Everything lives of whom we serve.

Our families have known tragedy and pain. They have
faced unimaginable hardships. But that’s not the end of
their story.

Oaks Indian Mission has helped
give us a place to stay in our time
B of need. They have helped us with
food and have given our children a
safe place when we weren't able.
They gave my husband work. When my oldest daughter
was in the hospital in Tulsa they gave us a ride. They've
treated us with respect. We are grateful for everything

that they have done for us.
Quote from a mother - (Humanitarian Aid Program)




This past fall on a beautiful Saturday | SCENES FROM CAMPUS
= for football, Salem Lutheran Church, | . ’ ?

Stillwater, OK hosted our staffand |
== Kids at an Oklahoma State game. We |
== were Cowboys for the day!

i What fun it was! Not to mention the
— experience of a major university that
| wil stay with the kids a long while, hopefully becoming a seed well

| planted.

| This annual event has become quite the tradition. Thank you to the

| Salem folks! _—

SAVE THE DATE
16th Annual Golf Scramble

Friday, October 18, 2024
Cherokee Hills Golf Course
Catoosa, OK
Start time at 8:00 am

You are invited to Open House

We invite you to come and spend the
morning in our Marshall House and
meet the children and families whose
lives you are changing!

: F
Join us in person on Saturday, July 20th : $500/Foursome
: 2024 at 10 am for a dedication SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
gceremony and a picnic lunch to honor Rev. Don Flag Sponsor - $150
: Marshall. Hole Sponsor - $300
: RSVP today at mail@oaksindianmission.org or call i Putting Contest Sponsor - $1,000

:018-868-2196. Executive Sponsor - $2,000
: Presenting Sponsor - $5,000
For more information call

Hope to see you soon!
: Monique at 918-868-2196




Oaks Indian Mission
P.O. Box 130

Oaks, Oklahoma 74359
918-868-2196

Needs List
~Hygiene/Health ltems~ ~Qutdoor ltems~
Bleach Gas Power Weed eaters Please check out our Amazon
Dish Soap Chainsaws Wish List Online for our full
Hand Soap Plastic Gas Cans Needs List
Scrub Sponges
~Pantry ltems~ ~Home ltems~
Mashed Potatoes Washing Machines CONNECT WITH US
Gravy Packets Dryers

Canned Veggies G @ @
Jello/Pudding

Granola Bars o o
Thank you [oaksindianmission  oaksindianmission.org  918.868.2196



